CHAPTER 4

“The more the people become themselves, the better the
democracy | -

PAULO: Educauon always 1mplles program content method
objectives and so on as | sand yesterday For me it has

always been a polmcal quesuon not exclusnvely an edu-
cational question, at what levels

idents take part in
the process of organizing the currlculum 1 know that

to different places and times. The more people partici-
pats. "ﬂ‘f,PlOCCSS OMWM more the
WOPICWQM process of defining what kind
of production to-preduce;and for what and why, the
more the people participate in_the development of

their selves. The more the people become themselves,
the better the democracy. The less people are asked
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this question has to have Eﬁﬁ rent answers accordmg-
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] dactice
Edmrahorml Pract

M bout thei -
} B want, about their expect
b / about w hat they ’ P ations, the less

democracy We have. e
ions more than o anythin
gs: | use questio ; Ealie -

don't think of a question as intervening because the
) don't realize that the reason you asked that questiop,

MYL

N
e i)
QD « because you know something. What you knoy iS the

U\ & body of the material that you're trying to get people ¢,

\ Vo consider, but instead of giving a lecture on it, yoy a4 .
) i\\\‘ \ question enlightened by that. Instead of you getting on
\Y

\< & XX a pinnacle you put them on a pinnacle. I think therers
N Xt | fusion in the minds of academici
& & X alot of contusion In academicians as to

o . '), what you mean when you say you have to intervene.

f> \'-; /“\ Y . °

RENRN \\"P auLo: Yeah, it's very good that you said this because I use
LY o A e AN 3 ‘

RN intervention exactly in the way you use it.

"7 ¢ 'myLEs: Yes, I know you do, but y,,(r‘)u’d better try to explain

h? ™ it a litde better, because other people will misunder-
Y stand you.
o

ﬁ\ THIRD PARTY: Myles, in those early days,‘ﬁow did you see
your role? How did you evolve your technique of inter-
vention? What did you do?

MYLES: Well, I take the same position as Paulo, W;
7? the responsibility, if you have some knowledge or som
A iw:‘e that with pe(;i;l;. If you have a convic-
skt o

tion, you have 2 responsibility to act on that conviction
Wht‘?re you can, and if you're doing education, you act
On it in an educational context.

Ireacted to the way I was educated, which I thought
was miseducation. | thought there ought to be a bette!
way. I've always rew teachers

K ShOWing Mm\\“’leﬂgﬁﬂ“d—p&e&uming that 1 didn’®

hmﬂn)'- The truth about the matter was that I W&
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Educ
| situations like this when I was in school in Bra-

i
Al (Tenn.), where 1 knew more than the teacher, and
[ knew | knew more than the teacher. 1 started ex-

o erimenting with ways to get my ideas across without
puuing people down, with trying to get them to think
d analyze their own experiences. So 1 rediscovered

what's long been known, that one of the best ways to

educate 18 t0 ask questions. Nothing new about that. It’s
just not widely practiced in academic life. I guess the
,cademicians give you a lecture on it, but they couldn’t

éf?practice it. So I just __foupd ‘.thét 1f ~I_j,knowsomething well
) Qdenough, then I can find a way in the discussion that’s
R ey By ‘ (

NS going on to inject ,thgt-qué“sii.(mf;_at' the right time, to get

/ILJ

L . . A ey " . :
% etk \ Ny people to consider:it. lf"thgy~ Y_‘_’?‘.f,‘t{m*f")\ll()w it up, then
: \&\ g< you ask more questions, ‘grOWing‘:i_"bixtfof that situation.
\ ' 3 V' You can get all your ;de.as acx_f()ss:-]us:t\-:iby"askmg ques-

. qL»;\ tons and at the same time _y(")u: help people ;Q‘ grow and

& g ¢ mot form a dependency on you."’Tq.‘me‘it_’s just a more

C;’jx {‘«)\‘ successful way of getting ideas across.

3 THIRD PARTY: Then it becomes their-ideaﬂ i

myLEs: It becomes theirs because they’re thé‘ones who come
to that idea, not because 1 said it or because of some
authority; it just makes sense. It makes. sense because
it’s related to the process and the thinking they're going
through.

THIRD PARTY: IU's kind of subversive isn’t it?

MYLES: Well yes, I guess, if you say being subversive is that

you try to get your ideas across. I've never hesitated to

tell anybody what I believe about anything if they ask
me. | see no reason to tell them before they get ready to
listen to it, and when they ask a question, then they e
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